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L FIGURE THIS AAS To BEA 
CRISIS OF LIFE OR DEATH -- 


SOME CATASTROPHE THAT 
THREATENS TO LEVEL 
PITTSBURGH TO THE GROLINP By . 


MORNING, AMI RIGHT # 


WHY ELSE IM 
ASKING MYSELF, WOULD 
KEN CONNELL BREAK _, 
INTO HIS BEST FRIENDS 
HOUSE AND DISTURB HIM 
FROM A SOLIND SLEEP AT 

FOUR THIRTY-SEVEN IN 

THE A.M. 2? 


q 
Z...L CAN‘T 
SLEEP. 


WOULD'VE BEEN 
SECOND 


ermB ELIEVER 


CARY KEITH 808 AEN 

SATES GIFFEN / WIACEK | LOPEZ YANCHUS | A/GGINS | SHOOTER d 

WRITER PENCILER INKER LETTERER COLORIST EPITOR EPITOR IN CHIEF 
EE © SOUR RR ROO OE IP LET OY 


2 Toker The Kid: Scanner 


ZT 


ALL RIGHT, -YAWN- WIGHTAMARES, MYRON. ay BECAUSE YOU KNOW HOW TOUGH IT’S 
TM ON THE CASE. THEY VE BEEN WAKING | <A BEEN FORME ALL ALONG TO LIVE WITH 
L WHAT'S THE PROBLEM, ME UP IN COLD AA THE STAR BRANDS POWER FROM 


a SWEATS... NIGHT AFTER DAY TO DAY. 
Fe NIGHT FOR NEARLY A 
WEEK NOW. 


: PMY Wh 
SOMETHING Y NOT SO FAR, 


(S$ OBVIOUSLY - MY FRIEND. 
TROUBLING YOU. 


WHY Pot GET 
ae PEELING THE 
her OF THIS 2 


“A FEW WEEKS BACK,A HIGH- . "A TE Nie 2 a} 
dy N R OLD BOY BUT HE DIDNT MENTION 
Bate eae NAMED APPEARED [A kl HIS TERMINAL HEART CONDI- 
- INA FOREST. Y MOMENTS LATER AND Fi TION, OR THE CONTAM/NATEP 
\ é INTRODUCED HIMSELF.” Bs] bl WATER SUPPLY THAT HIS 
yy WT. ee . DOCTORS SAIP HAD CAUSED So 
G ’ aan CHE 


BIRTH DEFEC 
IN THE AREA.“ | 


NM 


ws 


eres 
Vo 


C4 


“IT DIDN’T TAKE HIM LONG 
WAT THE TIMES WAS SURE TO LET ON HE SAW ME DO 
if] I WASN'T SEEN, MAN, Ba!) MY THING. HE SAID HE 
WW WAS I WRONG!” 4 ANEW I COULD FLY ~ 
/ a es oe ae 


SRBEIEVALL 
a — 
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I EXPLAINEP 
ALL ABOUT THE 
STAR BRAND. 


“SO IT DUNNO, 
ge hae 
SOeey FOR 
THE KiD-- 

an %Z 


COULD OO, NEON WE BOT 
CAPS OVER \ 


Bs 
LLED Ski- 
OV 


H 
OUR FALES AND I TOOK HMUAS” 


"THE KID GOT THE 
THRILL OF HIS LIFE 


“HE SAID HE FELT 
FINDING OUT WHAT 


JUST LIKE ONE OF 
HIS FAVORITE COMIC 
BOOK HEROES... “ 


“HE JUST KEPT 
Gaye ie ABOUT HOW 


eh 

(E(k? FANTASTIC 

WERS TO HELPING 
OTHERS.” 


“NEXT MORNING, THE 


eae A 


i 
‘ae 
AND THERE-- 


--I USED THE 
POWER OF THE 
STAR GRAND TO 


".,, ANO THAT'S 
WHEN THE 


STARTED.” 


TO AIM ALL THE REA 
RISK LETTING THE WORLP. 
BOUT MY POWER... ” 


a 


“AND ME, I HAP ALAPSE OF JUST PLAIN Z 


ZA Fi 


“OW WENT THE Ff 
NY CKI-CAP AGAIN 
PN AND TWAS OE?” 


"ERE ESEY TO ca, 
PLANT 6 DUP s TE... 


Ne 


WHERE THERE 
MUST HAVE 
SURELY BEEN 


WT WESSES?. 


TELL ME 
YOU PION... 


‘.,, AND THERE I 
WAS, ABSOLUTELY | 
POWER: TO 
DO ANYTHING TO Fs 
PROLONG THE 
LIFE OF ONE TEN - 
YEAR OLD BOY!” © 


P ... GUT INTHE 
AIO 'S._ EVES THAT. 
DAY, I GUESS T WAS 


SED age Le 
YOU WANT-- FATE, THe |g \,. AND AFTER AWHILE, THE WORDS DON'T 
, SAT Vire AS ce ay: f MEAN A DAMN THING. 
"3 5 PON T m8 


WE MORTALS 

6 CNG: x 
PUTTING HIM | 
THEGROUND © 
WAS THE __ 


; 2 


SIGHS YOU WERE 

RIGHT TO COME BY. 

YOU ARE _INNEEDP £ 
OF THERAPY, 


r Ng 
THAT IS, (FI CAN 
JUST KEMEMBER 
WHICH ONE OF 
THESE TRADE 
MAGAZINES LM 
LOOKING FOR... 


«= WHICH IS WHAT 
BROUGHT THIS 
ARTICLE TO MIND, 


THESE RECURRING 
MGHTMARES... 
ASSUME THEY 

\ SOMEHOW INVOLVE 

> THE STAR BRAND... 


IT WAS WRITTEN BY A DocTOR 
NAMED BAZLAD WHO RUNS 
A PRIVATE CLINIC IN GEOKGE- 
WN THAT SPECIALIZES 
IN DREAM RESEARCH. 


FROM WHAT I'VE HEARD, THIS 
BALLAD_HAS PIONEERED A 
NEW FORM OF THERAPY THAT 
ENTAILS AN INTERACTIVE 

PROBE OF A PATIENT'S: 

DREAM - CONSCIOUSNESS, 


I COULD 
TEZL YOu THE 
DETAILS T 

REMEMBER 
ABOUT THEM... 
IF YOU THINK 


IT WOULP 
HELP... 


I MOST DEFINITELY Ney 
THINK IT WOLD BEA © 


Za GOOD IDEA IF YOU 


EXPLOREP THESE 
PREAMS OF YOURS 


FURTHER... 


SPHEWS I'VE 
REALLY GOT TO 
START PAYING 


MORE ATTENTION 
IAPS. eS 


TO M. 


WHERE IS 
THE -- THERE WE 
GO, DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA. 


FACE IT, CONNELL. 
YOU'RE LOST. 


oO 
AT LEAST 
THERE'S A 
MORNING FOG 
STILL HANGING 
LOW DOWN 


ITOUGHT TO KEEP 
ME OUT OF SIGHT 
JUST LONG ENOUGH 


..I BELIEVE YOUR THERAPIST WAS RIGHT. | 
WE MAY INDEED BE ABLE TO HELP YOU. _, 


THE DEATH OF 
SOMEONE CLOSE 
TOUS TO ACT AS 


THE CATALYST FOR 


THAT'S JUST 
WF, POC..AS 10 
YEAR OLDS GO 
HE WAS AGREAT 
KIC ANC ALL, BUT 

I DON’T-- 


MYRON SAID 


AT LEAST MYRON 
REMEMBERED TO 
WRITE DOWN THE 
ADDRESS FORME. 


FROM THE DATA eo FICLED: OUT ON 
IR FORM, MR. CONNEL 


I 
YOU STILL DON'T 
UNOERS TAME 
WHY HIS PASSING 
HAS HAD SUCH 

A TRAUMATIC 
EFFECT ON 
YOUR SLEEPING 
HABITS, CORRECT? 


OFF-HAND, 
MR. CONNELL, I 
DON’T HAVE AN 
ANSWER EITHER. 


Bur IT HAVEA 
STRONG HLINCH 
WHERE THE 
ANSWER CAN 
BE FOUND. 


YOUR CREAM — BT BUT WHY DOL WAKE 
CONSCIOUSNESS UP EVERY NIGHT IN x I BELIEVE YOU ARE 
A COLD SWEAT? 


IS APPARENTLY 
ABLE TO &% in 


= A CONFLICT 

x 4g, HOW. er 
oT ee oe BY THIS’ YOUNG 

\@ - "1 = BOY'S DEATH 


4 — 
e: z é ONLY JF WE 
A . 7 : d THE 


PROBE INTO 


BALLAP'S BUT IF THE 
METHODS CAN DO RANE DOES 
WHAT HE CLAIMS, 4 SHOW UP IN My 
HE MAY SEE SOME § SUBCONSCIOUS... 
FORM OF THE = BALLAD'S JUST 
STAR BRAMP GOING TO CHALK fe) 
WHEN HE IT UPAS PART OF 4 YOU KNOW 


YEXAMINES” MY THE DREAM - LM. THE PLACE 
NIGHTMARE. FANTASY. 


SUBJECT IYC IS INOER, © 1 IAC IS THE AUTO-RECONDI- 
KEITH. ARE PREPARED 


YOU TIONER FROM PITTSBURGH. 
PROCEED? ey CONNELL, AEM. 


LAC LETS SEE, THAT'S \ 
THe LAWYER Was . 


THE LADY JUDGE 
WITH THE LARGE-- 


INDISTINCT RECURRING 
NIGHTMARE TRIGGERED 
BY RECENT DEATH OF 

b YOUNG FRIEND, AGE IO. 


YOU KNOW, ay me IM OVER THE FLU. SEE? 
T RIG 


NO SWEAT. AND NO BULL. 


WHATEVER THIS" T HOPE T CAN FIND 
AUTO RECONDITIONER'S ENOUGH TO DO TO 


2 KEEP NIGHTMASK 
Sees Ou OCCULMEP IN THE 
een 

AJ 10) 
A FEW HOURS AT 


MISTER... MISTER WAKE UP! 
YOU'D BETTER WAKE LIP7 


HOLY COW! THAT MUST Jie 
BE CONNELL'S DREAM- =! 


j 

FILE MENTIONED. BUT 
WAY IS HE WEARING 
SUCH A HOKEY  , 
COSTU: € 


ae CanreeeD 

; 

pb THOTS | | ALONGSIDE You, ; : 
NIGHTMASK, THEY CALL 


UH... NEW. THEY 
if CALL ME M1iGHTMASK/| | ME TRUE BELIEVER / 


FROM THE WAY YOU WERE 
GOING AZ /7 WITH 
FO0M, YOU MUST 
HAVE A SCORE OF 

wy YOUR OWW 
TO SETTLE 
WITH OUR ARCH- 
NEMESIS. 


¢ I KNOW WOT YOUR NEW CAPED ALL» TRUE 
BELIEVER. BLIT LO-- AS YOLI DISCOVERED, HE 
WAS NO MORE AMA7TH 
FOR THE AWESOME MIGHT 
OF DR.FOOM THAN WERE 

you! 


g D TA = 
HIS NAME tS ote } FOR Rg ePu  om 


ae OTT MASK = a , pneu ON THE 
OM-- OESN’ OF THEIR VERY 
SCARE ANY EASIER THAN I DOS ‘Caps yeoks a gy LOOMS! 


a 
GLOATING WITH BONE-CHILLING GLEE , THE --SO TLL BLAST IT TO SMITHEREENS 
HELM INSTEAD-- WITH A DOUBLE DOSE OF JOXIC- 


DAUNTED WOT BY LS BOLD CAPTIVES WORDS. WASTE 


Ee 
J LITTLE ONE.AS 
I HAVE CONQUERED, 
NOW IT WILL CRUSHS 


De 


mM 
BATTLE-SLUIT SIMPLY 
SPEEO-SUCKED THE 
FORCE OF YOUR 
TOXIC WASTE GLAST 
© / BEFORE IT COULD INFLICT 
=\ ANY DAMAGE/ AND WOW, 
TRUE BELIEVER... 


«'TIS THE TIME FOR YOU AND YOUR STAR BRAND ? LIH, 
CAPES ALLY TO KNOW WHAT IT TRUE BELIEVER, WKWO 
MEANS TO FEEL THE WRATH OF — IS THIS 
PR. FOO! FOR ONCE I THROW STAR BRAND? 
THIS SWITCH, NOTHING WILL 

ABLE TO SAVE YOL FROM 

A TORTUROLIS LiPSIDE- 

DOWN DOOM... 


.-.NOT EVEN 
YOUR COSMIC 
R-- STAR BRANDS 


WeeEavos 

NIGHTMASK, YOU ES 
MUST BE FROM O) STAR BRAND! HE 
Ae AWAY IF ee (BekoWNIEC THE 
YOU HAVE TOASKY | WORLD OVER 


Al 
WHO WIELD: 
STRENGTH THAT 
MAKES. HIM THE 
WORLD’: 
MIGHTIEST, 
MORTAL / 


THE GRAVEST OF THE Y AMMAN 
BRAVE AND THE 
B2L0/ 


THE PEERLESS POWER OF THE ¥ 
S7AR BRANP HAS SAVED MY aff 
LIFE, NIGHTMASK--7UME... YY 


BUT EVEN AS A SLIDDEN MASSIVE 
JOLT THROWS (Ee A 


AND EVEN AS THE HLUIMONGOLIS STRONGHOLD 

TEETERS AT A PRECARIOUS ANGLE--AFTER 

BEING RENT ASUNDER FROM ITS VERY 
FOLINDATION... - ; 


SPECIALLY WHEN ) SO, YOU SAO 


YOURSELF 
A 

STANPING yy 3 

FROM LCA, 

VILLAINS OF 

YOUR LOW ANDO 

VILE ILK/ 


STAND YOU FORTH, 


FOLLY OF DOING BATTLE 

WITH OR. FOOM--INA 

WAR YOU CAN WEVER 
WIN! 


Bmx V ie? = NEVER ; 
¥ SAY NEVER, 
vO OR. FOOM..._ Jas 


nop 


-- SOON THERE WILL COME A 
DAY WHEN YOU WILL BE 700 
see LATE TO 


DON'T BET 

ON IT Guy’ 

HOW'S ABOLIT 

A ONE-WAY TICK! 
TO THE MOOW!/?7 


NEXT MOMENT, THE COSM/C CRUSADER 
oe ee A SIGH OF RELIEF AS HE TURNS TO 


» 
se 


SAY Lo TO My FRIEND 
MGHTMASK/ We | HATES Poom 7OO/ 


DREN CONSCIOUSNESS 
HAS “RECREATED” KEN 


HEROES” IN AN LD 
COMIC BOOK-STYLE WORLD! 


SO 7&L£Z ME, TRUE BELIEVER, WHAT'S 
or 9r4 oer. Bow ety COME BY 


Sa eas 


My 
HUH. WELL, ITALL STARTED WHEN... 


GREETINGS, FRIEND. L AM STAR BRAN O/ AN OLD 
SPACEMAN CAME TO EARTH 
AND BESTOWED UPON ME 
THE 


SWHEW< TALK ABOUT A4R-FETCHEP: 
CONNELL‘S MIND MLIST BE WORKING 
SVERTIME IN HIS SLEEP/ 


ys pp he THE FAN 7AS ¥- 
ELEM ENT THAT PERVADES THE DREA 
f 53 2am IPELLING, IT'EVEN- ALLOWS 
AMGATIMASK TO 'FLY”/ 


»ONB DAY I WAS RIDING MY BIKE ACROSS 
tig Snortcur t iD TO Ty "Ae TO SCHOOL 
A GOVERNME! 


NTF 
NEVER bys 444 ye as WAS TRON, =” 
THE DAY T HIT 7A ROCK A NO 
OFF MY BIKE.. 


‘INGESTING pow g de 


%., BUT I COULD SEWSE 


= 


MASK-- INTO AN 
aig WHERE I 
OUTS A 


PIT BLIBBLING “WHEN I HOURS r 
WITH EXPERIMENTAL LATER, I WAS NOT ONLY INA WORD ELAS 
TOXIC WASTES” STILL ALIVE...” MUTANT L447 


BLIT ALAS, THE STORY OF How| | SEE YAAROUND, 
MY YOLING PROTEGE AND I. NIGHTMASK/ 
MET WILL HAVE TO WATT : 
| TILL ANOTHER DAY! IT 


HOW REVEALING! 
ACCORDING TO CONNELL'S 


"SO IT HAVE MORE PIECES OF 
THE PUZZLE--BUT THE S/G 
PICTURE IS STILL ELUOING 
ME. MAYBE I CAN USEMY 
CIVILIAN IDENTITY TO FIND 
A FEW MORE ANSWERS -- 

IF CONNELL'S B/G C/T” 

IS EQUIPPED WITH...” 


AS I RECALL | y 
THE COMIC BOOKS 
I USED TO READ 
N 


RAN RAMPANT Bes 
WITH YOUNG MEN } HWM, THIS 
he BM ge ty pin i ¢S INTERESTING! g 
HEROES OF SOME SORT, | jj 


AND INSIDE THE LIBRARY, + WHERE HE IS FORC TO "S7AR 
WE FIND NIGHTMASK | : BRAND’ TO SAVE we LIFE OF TRUE. 


= 
BELIEV- he TAO SOAMES... AGAIN ANDAGAIN. 


ACCORDING TO 
THESE MICROFILM 
CLIPPINGS, TODAY'S 
ENCOUNTER 8! 

STAR GRAN 
AND 2. FOO, 

WAs JUST THE 
LATEST BATTLE IN 
AN ONGOING WARS 

—-_ of 


I’VE GOT TO FIND OUT THE SECRET, F DPR.FOOM. 
AND I THINK I KNOW fom I CAN Goassur i 
rc BUT FIRST I HAVE To FIND A PHONE 800 


FOR SOME REASON, 
CONNELL’S DREAM 


HAS ENVISIONED 

THIS MYSTERIOUS 

FIGURE Se LATER THAT DAY, ASA 8 DROF 
SYMBOL OF YOLING 4 lao ScH0o1 us 


OFF YOUNG TAD SOAMES IN FRONT O 
MOTOR. 


FIGURED IF I HOVERED 
AROUND HIS SHOWROOM, 
SOONER OR LATER HIS 
e\ “YOLING WARD” TAD 
SOAMES WOULD SHOW 


—- ese i 
THATS JUST : (anit i 


WHAT I WANT TO 
FIND OUT, TAD-- 
BUT TO DO THE sae 

I KNEW I'D NEE 


| 
y Fale BELIEVERS HELP! en ==i(il| a2 = =|. 
lll wl =e 


«WHERE THE 7Ox/C TEEV 
IS BUT A FEW HEARTBEATS 
AWAY FROM DEAPLY Ff 
PANGER/ 


AT THAT MOMENT, BACK 
AT CONNELL MOTORS... 


OKAY, SOT 
CHANGED INTO 
MY TRUE 
BELIEVER 
GARB. WOW, 
YOU SAID SOME- 
THING ABOuT 
NEECING MY 
HELP? HELP 
WITH WHAT? 


O20. T COULO'vE 
SWORN I JUST 
SAW TADS SCHOOL 
BUS STOP IN FRONT FAR ANA, 
OF THE SHOWROOM. KEN CONNELL... 


A KIND OF PAIN 
YOU CAN'T SEE... 


«BUT ITS VERY KEAL TUST THE SAME. THATS WHY IM 
ASKING YOU TO-- L/4 Of’ LOOK OL/T/ 


BLESSED BLUE 
BLAZES DON’T 
YOU TUST 

4AY OF EF? 


ANGER 
ME WOT 
WITH YOUR 
BRASH TONGUE 
WANTON BOy- 
WIEL DER OF POWER 
MOST FOL / YOU AND 
MGHTMASK HAVE YET 
TO KNOW THE FULL 
FLUIRY OF MY AWESOME 
WRATH ONCE UNLEASHED! 


Ln 


= 


- 


J 

i——~ BUT LO, BEFO: 

Fj] COSTUMED DUO CA 
=— 


we THE INTREPID 
N 7 at 


OR EVEN GEFEN THEMSELVES... 


CLOSED INALL 
AROUNP LS / 


MCV ALAR, 
QEVICE ATTUNED TO THE 
Se VIBRATIONAL FRE- 
QUENCY AS S7A. Rk BRANES 
LIMITLESS POWER! “4 


Rs 


: 2 ACTIVATE IT 
HE! a ops yes er hay 
a om OUR, Rescue? 


\ 7; = 
i WP! THAT PLAN SOLINDS 
ETTY FAR-OU7, NIGHTMA6K!" 


THEN WE HAVE TO A/L/ARY:? 
WE CAN 807A HELP YOUR 
MENTOR DEFEAT DR.FOOM 
ONCE AND FOR ALL-- BUT 


YOU'VE GOT TO WET ME 


war wens ae 


NOW THAT WE'RE 
INSIDE FOOM'S 
STRONGHOLD--AOW 
00 YOU PLAN TO "TAKE 
OVER’ MY BODY ? WHO 
YOLL ANYWAY 7 


WE'RE TRA 
MIGHIMASK! |) INZIDE 
Doc! s 


ONE OF 
MANIACAL MECHANICAL 


CONTRAPTIONS/ BUT 
DON'T WORRY-~/ 


THER 7 NOW STARBRAND Y 
WILL ‘fA 
HIS naa 


WE KNOW EVERYONE ELSE 


SM GEE, 
THANKS FOR THE 
MONETTE, DOC. 


‘ 


EXCEPT ITM THE: 
Sens. (TEM, 
iD. ~ 


x=I™ 

YOUR _IKEN CONNEL: 

WORST NIGHTMARE: 
COME TO L£1FEL 


Dey 7 Bf } 
THEN WHAT DOES 
THAT MAKE ME ACE-- 


CHOPPED 
LIVER ? 


STAR 
BRANPS/ 2 
ZU. ANEW YOU'D 
SAVE ME/ 


YOU? you 
WERE OOM, 
ALL ALONG/? 


wy --I'M GOING TO 
®ID OUR WORLD OF 


, KEEP YOuR 
IP DOWN, 
TRUE BELIEVER-- 


YOUu...YOL MUST BE HERE...TO 
CLAIM TAB? YOU'RE DEATH 


NOT DEATH -~ SUST 
REALITY DAM THE 
WORLD OLITSIDE YouR 

WINDOW. THE 


GD -Yemi {iv 


EVERY TIME YOU RETREAT) | I WAS &/GHT7 LINMASKING 
——_ INTO SEO" Was THE Finer 
STEP TOWARD RESOLVING 
THE CONFLICT IN CONNELLS 
DREAM. 


ewe 


BUT WHY DOL GET THE 
FEELING THERES MOLE 
GOING OW HERE 


AVE A 
YOU COULD: 
HIM/ NO ON 


HE PUT HIS GA/TH 


YS un on/ r'> LY LiKE 
OB CK ABOUND ANID 
HEAR THE REST OF 


v 


BRAM 
IS BRINGING THE 
DREAM TOA 
SUDDEN EWD/ 


5 a2, 
B TIME TO EXORCISE” 


U WERE CHOSEN 
5 HE DIED? 
TO POSSESS THE 2 DHE DIED? 
"EASON, KEN ae 


[4 
TO CHEAT DEATH / 


AND MR. CONNELL’S RACING 
PULSE-RATE SLOWED BACK 
DOWN TO WORMAL... JUST 

, BEFORE HIS DREAM ENDED. 


ALL SIGNS 

INDICATE YOUR 
MISSION WAS 
SUCCESSF LM 


FROM HIS’ DREAM, 
WE'LL HAVE A LOT’ 
OF EXPLAINING 
“TODO. 
ir Be 
YOU WOULDN'T BELIEVE 
IT, LUCIAN. IT WAS LIKE 


SOMETHING STRAIGHT 
OUT OF A COMIC-- 


I THINK TLL BE WEIRD WE NEVER REALLY 

SLEEPING A LOT “MET”... YET SOMEHOW I 

BETTER FROM HAVE THE FEELING A/GH7- 
MET A SIDE OF 


DE 
KEN NELL THAT MOST 
EOPLE NEVER GET TO SEE. 


THAT "STAR BRAND" OF 
HIS... NOW THAT WAS 
REALLY SOMETHING / 


WE THINK HAVE A SAFE * 
YOU WILL 700, © TRIP BACK TO 
MR. CONNELL. 4 PI 


— \\ 


VURAL SSD | 


— = 
wD STILL CANT REMEMBER ALL 
| THE DETAILS, OR. BALLAD. 


BUT FOR THE FIRST TIME, I 
WASN'T JNA COLD SWEAT 
WHEN T WOKE LIP. 


THERE IT /S AGAIN. IN THE 
BACK OF MY MIND--A STRANGE 
>, FACE! 


LETTERS 
TO: 


Dear Michael, 

| must admit | was not expecting anything 
special from Marvel's New Universe titles, 
despite all the publicity—or maybe because 
of it. But | always try to give any new comica 
chance to rouse my interest, so | bought 
STAR BRAND #1 with a few misgivings. 

I'm happy to say that STAR BRAND was 
really very good. Jim Shooter has had a 
great record so far as a writer. The pacing 
and plotting of this opening chapter were 
excellent. By the time | finished, | was con- 
vinced Id read a 40 pager, not a standard 
size book—there was so much happening 
But there was no sense of things being cram- 
med into the pages. Things developed in a 
natural way, paced smoothly so as to create 
a very believable atmosphere to the se- 
quence of fantastic events. 

The dialogue was another strong point of 
the issue. Ken Connell came across as a 
very real person because, for the most part, 
he spoke and thought in terms | believe | 
would use myself. Ken and his personal life 
are highly interesting, and | look forward to 
learning a lot more about his relationships 
with Barbara, the kids and Deb. Even Myron 
and John struck me as being more than just 
“decoration.” 

The origin of Ken's super-powers and the 
nature of the Starbrand look promising. As 
all good origin stories should, this one posed 
as many questions as it answered. Judging 
by this first issue, | expect Jim to start filling 
in all the blanks slowly and carefully. | expect 
STAR BRAND to be a pretty suspenseful 
book. 

John Romita Jr. and A! Williamson makea 
good pairing. This. is some of the best 
artwork I've seen from John. Al is one of 
those inkers who can enhance a pencil job 
without smothering it completely. The spec- 
ial effects were as varied and interesting as 
any | have see before. Layouts were good, 
too, helping the flow of the story. Creatively, 
STAR BRAND is a crack team book. That 
includes coloring and lettering, of course, 
both of which were executed so well as to go 
almost unnoticed until | took a moment to 
look back after | had read the story, which is 
as it should be. 


N@u! UNIVerse 


STARS 


ERAN 


Editor-Michael Higgins 
MARVEL COMICS GROUP — 387 Park Avenue South—New York, New York— 10016 
Attention correspondents: if you don't want your full address printed. please be sure to tell us so! 


Agreat start! 
All the best, 
Dale Coe 
56 Whitecross Road 
Warrington 
Cheshire, WAS 1LR 
England 


Dear Marvel, 

Fantastic! At long last there is a hero from 
Pittsburgh, or at least in the general vicinity. 
When you said that this could happen right 
outside your window you weren't joking! | 
live close to-where the events in STAR 
BRAND #1 took place and | found it rather 
enjoyable to see how authentic the settings 
in the book actually were. Please don't ruin it 
and have Ken move to New York or Los 
Angeles. Keep him where he is. 

As for the story, | thought it was interesting 
in that it showed more of the character's 
personal life rather than him beating up a 
gang of villains. The artwork was exception- 
ally good. John Romita, Jr., and Al William- 
son really saem to work well as a team. With 
stories and art like this you have a winner on 
your hands. Keep up the good work. 

‘ Ron Gaupin 
2557 Kensington Dr. 
New Kensington, Pa 15068 


Dear Jim, John, Al, and co, 

| wasn't sure I'd be interested in collecting 
any of the New Universe titles which came 
out this summer. | decided to take the risk on 
the first issue of STAR BRAND. You don't 
know how happy | am now that | took that 

chance. STAR BRAND is great! 
C. Redwood 
109-98 202nd St. 
Flushing, NY 11412 


Dear Marvel, 

The first issue of STAR BRAND was my 
favorite of all the New Universe titles. the 
character of Ken Connell is the best exam- 
ple of what the New Universe is all about. 
He actually leads a normal life and encoun- 
ters problems that anyone might find himself 
in. The scene that feel best illustrates this is 
when he was so frightened that he wet his 
pants! What other comic book character 


Assistant Editor-Michael Rockwitz 


would react in such a manner! 

Not only is Ken human he$ also very cute! 
| am looking forward to the following issues 
to see the development of what | find tobe a 
very interesting character. 

Phay Green 
7 Headley Place 
Iselin, NJ 08830 


Dear Star Clan, 

STAR BRAND #1 was an outstanding 
achievement for Marvel, | loved John 
Romita Jr's and Al Williamson's art and Jim 
Shooter's writing was awesome (maybe he 
should quit being editor in chief and become 
a full time writer)! 

Cyrus Johnson 
1235 S. Melville St 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 


Dear Star Branders, 

| just finished reading STAR BRAND #1 
and | have only one thing to say: “Fantastic!” 
Kenneth Connell is a terrific character. Don't 
get me wrong, other Marvel characters 
seem real, but this guy is human. | am espe- 
cially glad to see that he is a part of the New 
Universe. A unique character like Ken de- 
serves to be in his own universe. 

| must also commend you on the cast of 
supporting characters that have appeared 
within the issue. Myron, Debbie The Duck, 
Barbara and even John Eberhardt make this 
comic even more enjoyable. 

Lastly, | would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Jim Shooter, John Romita, Jr. and 
everyone else responsible for launching 
such a great premiere issue. 

Branded a fan forever. 

¢ Keith Krueger 
19011 146th St. 
Elk River, Mn 55330 


We'd like to pause here to thank all of 
you for your letters of praise on our pre- 
miere issue. It looks like STAR BRAND 
has found quite a following out there. 

Now, since we've fallen so far behind 
in sorting through the mail, here are a 
few random samplings of your coments 
on what's been happening in STAR 
BRAND sofar... 


Dear STAR BRAND, 

STAR BRAND js intriguing to me. | think it 
best expresses the premises Jim Shooter 
postulated for the New Universe. How would 
a person really react to suddenly receiving 
such power? You got it. Then, rather than 
merely the glorification of neurosis that is 
popular in comics today, we find a 
philosophy of hope and self-improvement 
that is actually insightful. This is truly a new 
leap forward for comics, 

Having acknowledged Shooter's genius, 
1d also like to compliment Saviuk and Col- 
letta on thé art on issue #3, Quite good, 
though not as revolutionary. A‘few throw- 
backs to ordinary comic art. Specifically, 
issue #2, page 7, panel 2. The weight of a 
car cannot be supported on a thin sheet of 
metal or fiberglass—it could only be lifted 


by the frame. Issue #3, on the cover and on“ 


page eleven, panel 13, planes.are not co- 
vered by 1 or 2 inch thick metal. Issue 3, 
page twenty-one, panel 5, the metal used in 
the hinge of a car door is thicker than any in 
the rest of the door—Kenny would have 
gotten a handle in one hand and a strip of 
sheet metal in the other. He could have 
reached into the door, grabbing a hinge on 
one side and the lock mechanism in the 
other. too picky? Well, you said you were 
going to follow real physics. 

Points of physics often butchered by 
comic book artists besides structural 
strength include leverage and center of grav- 
ity (picking up something far outside its 
center of gravity such as a horizontal log by 
one end), and equal reaction to action. Actu- 
ally, you're doing pretty good with these. 

The grand experiment is definitely a suc- 
cess. 

Ed Bloemendaal 
514 Commerce St. #31 
Dallas, TX 75208 


The limits of Ken's Star Brand power 
are still unknown, Ed. He's still in the 
process of discovering what he can and 
cannot do. It is known that his strength is 
connected somehow to his conscious 
will; that is, he seems to be as strong as 
he needs to be when he wants to be, so 
perhaps the fact that he wanted to lift the 
‘entire car, and intended to remove the 
whole door kicked into his power some- 
how, so that it was able to override struc- 
tural laws in favor of what Kenny be- 
lieved he could do. Maybe if Kenny knew 
what you do, he couldn't have done it. 
There's a lot that’s unknown about the 
Star Brand, but the theories about its 
.power coming in from other readers 
seem endiess... 


Dear Jim Shooter, 

Of all the writers on the Marvel staff, | feel 
that you are the best suited to write STAR 
BRAND. So far the stories are flawless 
(though I've only read the first 5 issues at 
this point). 

Even though Ken is indestructable, the 
story has continued to be extremely interest- 
ing. You have taken a step forward from all 
the other masses of writers and proven that 
this can be done; a character does not have 
to have a million weaknesses and depend 
on luck and other super-beings to survive. 

But it does seem too good to be true so | 
had to write. The Star Brand is said to be “a 
weapon in the universe more powerful than 
all others.” Indeed, it has proven itself to be 
capable of leveling a planet. For the posses- 
sor to truly be a threatening force in univer- 
sal affairs, though, it must grant the following 
properties: 


1, Immunity to most psionic powers, for if 
it does not, some mental juggernaut could 
come and take it away from Ken. The Star 
Brand could become a contest for beings 
with great mental powers. 

2. Immunity to most magical powers. As 
with mental powers, the Star Brand could 
become a contest for magicians. 

3. Immunity to disease. What's to stop an 
enemy from inflicting the possessor with a 
lethal germ and waiting for him to turn off the 
power and die? 

4. Immunity to benign alterations. The 
possessor could then not be shrunken down 
in size unless the power is off, Similarly, no 
other powers could be bestowed upon the 
possessor's body, for these would be eradi- 
cated by the Star Brand's energy the same 
way diseases are. 

5. Consistency of power. The Star Brand 
should remain just as powerful in all parts of 
the universe. 


Some other questions to ponder are: 


Does the Brand give everyone the same 
powers, or are they shaped by the posses- 
sors personality? What happens to the 
Brand if the possessor is killed? Is there 
more than one Brand in the universe? If so, 
are they different? 

Probably you have considered these 
questions, Jim. The stories all seem very 
well thought out. | ae hope you stay with 
the comic for at least a hundred issues. 

Mike Griffin 
Village on the Green 
Boone, NC 28607 


You said a mouthful there, Mike, and 
brought up a lot of interesting points. It's 
important to remember a few things first 
though. Kenny was told that the Star 
Brand is a powerful weapon, but not that 
it is all-powerful. The Brand may have 
certain limitations which have yet to be 
revealed. As for your other points: It has 
been implied that the Star Brand cannot 
be taken away by force, but only freely 
given by the possessor. The existence of 
psionic or magical beings, beyond 
Paranormalcy, has not been established 
any more in the New Universe than in our 
own. And, as the ‘old man’ revealed in 
issue #6, if Ken should die before pass- 
ing on the Star Brand ... well, let's just 
say it wouldn't be a good thing. Of 
course, he may have been lying. As for 
your other ideas, only time and turmoil 
will tell, Mike. Keep reading. 


Dear Messrs. Higgins, Shooter, and Romita, 

, !ssue after issue, | continue to be amazed 
and impressed by STAR BRAND. | expected 
artificiality from all the New Universe titles, 
but this is the most sincere and emotionally 
genuine comic I've seen in a long time. The 
character of Ken Connell is superbly 
realized, making me think Jim must have 
reached into his own heart for a lot of the 
writing. His gradual evolution into heroism is 
as compelling and convincing as the mys- 
tery of the Star Brand is reminiscent of the 
first great years of the Silver Age Green Lan- 
tern. 

This is what heroes should be, but haven't 
been for a long time. You've got this jaded, 
aging comic book reader feeling younger 
than he has for years. I'm hooked. 

Gerard Jones 
360 Guerrero St. #414 
San Francisco, CA 94103 


Dear Sirs, 

Congratulations on a fine comic book. 
Since the personnel changes in DARE- 
DEVIL, STAR BRAND is one of the finest 


titles Marvel has to offer. 

The story has a strong cast of supporting 
characters to keep things interesting, and 
the situations are well-conceived (when is 
Ken going to get it together and go after 
Duck?). The plot development has been 
somewhat random and sketchy through the 
first three issues, but there is definitely a 
strong sense of impending conflict. 

One complaint—Ken should have some 
male friends his age to bum around with. It 
, poh Heeeied him juggle Barb and 

luck, and Myronis.. . Myron. There should 
be many interesting possibilities you could 
look into. | 

__ Sincerely, 

Eric Ehlers 

416 Dickinson C. 
Newark, DE 19717 


There are a lot of people it seems with 
very definite ideas about Ken's love life, 
Eric, most of them favoring Debble the 
Duck. Do you know something Ken 
doesn’t? 


Dear STAR BRAND; 

Wow! STAR BRAND is one great title, I've 
been buying comics for just about 10 years 
now, and STAR BRAND is one of the best 
I've seen. Jim Shooter has done an excel- 
lent job of plots and sub-plots in the 4 issues 
thus -far. | think Ken and Debbie make a 
good couple, although | wish they'd quit say- 
ing “quack” every time they meet. Barb is 
just not right for Ken 

Steve Smith 
Box 222 
Rosalie, NE 68055 


Dear Dudes, 

1am going to get straight to the point. In 
issue #5 of STAR BRAND, what you did to 
Duck almost had me crying with her, and if 
you have her commit suicide or something, | 
will show you the real meaning of pain! She 
is pertect for Kenny. Barb has kids. She is 
seeing other people. Duck is awesome and 
faithful and if you kill her off | won't stand for 

it! Don't throw away the Duck! 
* Shonn Mills 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 


Dear Marvel Madhouse, 

About STAR BRAND—all of the charac- 
ters are great! Debbie the Duck is the best, 
with her great personality, kind heart and 
gentle word to everyone. Ken, on the other 
hand, is the worst for taking advantage of 
her, being so cheap, and acting, at times, 
like a jerk! | think Ken should dump Barb as 
quickly as possible, and start going out with 
good old Debbie. 

Also, if you don't print this letter my theory 
will be proven that you never print letters 
from Canadians. 

Danny Norbona 
130 Bellamy Rd. N. Apt. #203 
Scarbrough, ONTARIO, CANADA 


Another theory bites the dust, eh, 
Danny? Seriously though, that’s 4 votes 
for the Duck, one against Barb, and one 
against Ken. But life is tough in the big 
city. ..and in Pittsburgh, too! It's always 
easy to see the solution to a problem 
clearly when it's not you who has the 
problem. At this point it looks as though 
the decision may have been taken out of 
Ken's hands, though. 

What happens next? Guess you'll just 
have to keep on reading each and every 
exciting installment in the saga of Star 
Brand to find out. 

That's It for now. See you next time. 


